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Pull secret data from photos   
www.komando.com 

Digital photography makes it a snap to share                        

your photographs. You can upload them to a                       

sharing site or e-mail them to friends. Sharing                       

photographs with others is a lot of fun.                                    

But have you stopped to think about what's                            

hiding in your photos? 

When you snap a photo, the camera records information you 

don't see. Metadata, or information about the photo, is stored 

with the photo. This metadata includes information about    

camera settings. It can also record the camera and lens you 

used to take the photo. 

I know what you're thinking: big deal. But metadata poses more 

risks than you may realize. 

For example, your photos may be geo-tagged.                     

GPS coordinates are stored in the metadata. A few cameras 

and phones like the iPhone automatically geotag photos.      

The GPS information could lead dangerous criminals directly to 

you. Just imagine if a geo-tagged photo of your children at 

home fell into the wrong hands. If that doesn't scare you, con-

sider this: Some GPS units could lead someone to your home 

with nothing more than a geo-tagged photo. Fortunately, you 

can remove metadata from your photos. All you need is Micro-

soft's free Photo Info. It makes working with metadata a snap! 

 

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/help/HA011400341033.aspx
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Windows Vista Multiple Files Selection                               Submitted by Charlie Vanderford 

 

Most tech-savvy users know how to select multiple files: Hold down the Ctrl key while clicking each 
individual file. Of course, that can get a little tricky if you're working with a long list and/or a lot of 
files: It's too easy to miss-click and "lose" all your selections.  

That's why I'm loving an undocumented Vista feature: checkboxes. Instead of holding down the Ctrl 
key, you simply click a checkbox next to each file you want to select.  

To enable this handy option, open any system window (like Computer or Explorer), click the          
Organize menu, and then choose Folder and Search Options. Next, click the View tab, and then 
scroll down until you see Use check boxes to select items. Enable it, and then click OK. 

Presto! Now, whenever you mouse over a file, a checkbox should appear in the left column. Select 
multiple files, and then drag 'em wherever you want or do whatever else you need to do. Also, note 
that you can click the "master" checkbox next to Name to instantly select all the files (as an alterna-
tive to the old-standby Ctrl-A). 
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Downgrade Vista to XP in seven easy steps              http//www.windowsecrets.com 

By Scott Dunn  

 

Windows 7's arrival is just a few months away, but many people aren't waiting and just want 

to replace Vista's newness ð some say weirdness ð with the familiarity of XP.  
 

If you long for the good old days of XP and still have your install CD, this step-by-step guide will help 

you revert to Vista's predecessor. 

These days, you have to work to find a new computer that comes with XP installed. Many PC users 

who upgraded their XP systems to Vista are disappointed with the newer OS's performance and 

other problems. In either case, as long as you have an XP installation CD, you can kiss Vista good-

bye. 

"Downgrading" from Vista to XP is not as difficult as you may think, but it does entail some time-

consuming operations. Many online sources claim to offer techniques for reinstalling XP without  

having to reformat your hard disk. Based on my research, however, deleting the Vista partition and 

installing XP in its place is arguably the easiest approach. Moreover, this method ensures a clean 

install that is uncontaminated by Vista leftovers. 

 

(Note: In certain cases, you may be able to undo an XP-to-Vista upgrade, even without an XP instal-

lation CD, by following the instructions in Microsoft article 933168. The article takes a command-line 

approach to the XP restoration, and also requires that you have a windows.old  folder on your root 

drive.) 

Make a pot of coffee and a new, clean XP machine  

 

With your XP installation CD and your application discs in hand (and maybe a cup o' Joe), you're 

ready to begin: 

 

Step 1. Back up your data.  Unfortunately, you can't restore in XP a backup that you created using 

Vista's Backup and Restore Center. That means you have to either back up your data files manually 

or use a third-party backup tool that works in both XP and Vista. One such program is 

2BrightSparks' SyncBack (more info), which is available in free and paid versions. 

 

Don't bother backing up your applications; you'll need to reinstall them from their installation CDs   

after XP is back in place. 

 

Do back up the folders that your portable apps use to store their data. The portable apps themselves 

won't need to be reinstalled, but you'll have to restore their data files from the backup.                 

Managing portable apps is discussed in the Oct. 18, 2007, Top Story, "Free software on USB       

enables portable computing."                                                                                 Continued on next page 

http://WindowsSecrets.com/links/b723q2zjlsf2d/964acfh/?url=support.microsoft.com%2Fkb%2F933168%2Fen-us
http://WindowsSecrets.com/links/b723q2zjlsf2d/7143b0h/?url=www.2brightsparks.com%2Fproducts.html
http://WindowsSecrets.com/links/b723q2zjlsf2d/8f1eb0h/?url=www.windowssecrets.com%2F2007%2F10%2F18%2F02-Free-software-on-USB-enables-portable-computing
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Step 2.  If necessary, configure your BIOS to boot your computer from a CD, if one is present. Insert 
your XP installation disk and reboot. 
 
Step 3.  When XP setup loads, follow the on-screen prompts to accept the license agreement and 
continue installing XP. When you get to the screen prompting you for the partition on which to install 
XP, select the one containing Vista and press D to delete the partition. You'll need to press Enter 
and then L to confirm that you want to delete all data and software on the partition. 
 

Step 4.  Once you've returned to the partitioning screen, select the un-partitioned space that used to 
be Vista. You may see that this space has been selected for you automatically. Next, press C to  
create a partition. Specify the desired partition size, or press Enter to accept the default allotment, 
which is the maximum possible partition. (Simply pressing Enter instead of C also creates a new  
partition of the default size.)  

Step 5.  If you're still seeing the partition screen, make sure the desired partition is selected and 
press Enter. Choose the option that formats the disk as NTFS and press Enter again. 
 
Step 6.  Follow the prompts on-screen to continue the XP installation. 
 
Step 7.  Reinstall your applications and restore your data from your backup. 
 
That's all there is to it. If you ever change your mind, you can always insert your Vista DVD and up-
grade from XP to Vista all over again. 

 

While you at it, you might want to check out your startup items from that list:       Ed. 

http://www.bleepingcomputer.com/startups/ 

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                            Picture from unknown source and author                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

                                                        If all fails, donôt do this at home! 
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Add an XP option to your new Vista system                                 http://www.windowsecrets.com 

By Scott Dunn  

 

It's getting harder to buy a new computer with Windows XP installed and ð after Microsoft 

stops selling XP on June 30, 2008 ð it will become nearly impossible.  
 

Fortunately, you can have your XP cake and eat your Vista, too, by setting up your system to boot 

between the two operating systems.  

If a new computer arrived in your recent past, or you plan to buy one in the near future, chances are 

it will come with Windows Vista installed. Although some manufacturers still give you the option of 

getting XP on your new system, that option is likely to dry up for most consumers later this year 

when Microsoft stops selling Windows XP. 

 

If you're not ready to dive into Vista all at once, there is  an answer: set up your Vista computer to 

dual-boot between Vista and XP. 

 

In this article, I'll tell you how to make your PC give you a choice between Vista and XP every time 

you start up. In a separate article coming soon, I'll give you some additional tips that save disk space 

on a dual-boot system. 

 

Although some sources, such as Computer Shopper Magazine, advise that you need an add-on 

product like VistaBootPro to dual-boot, you can accomplish the same thing without any  additional 

software other than the two operating systems. 

 

Before starting, make sure you have your Windows XP install discs ready as well as your Windows 

Vista DVD. In addition, it's a good idea to make a complete system backup before beginning an op-

eration like this. 

 

Once you've laid that groundwork, you're ready to go to work: 

 

Step 1.  In Vista, click Start, type diskmgmt.msc,  and press Enter. Click Continue if prompted by 

User Account Control. 

Step 2.  Right-click a drive and choose Shrink Volume. Specify the amount to shrink, which in this 

case is the amount you want for your XP partition. At a minimum, you'll need around 2.5GB for XP 

Pro SP2. I suggest you select a larger partition to leave room for updates and other files that may 

need to be on the same drive as XP. Because I wanted a 5GB partition, I typed 5000 (representing 

5,000 megabytes) in the available box. Click Shrink. 

 

Step 3.  Right-click the newly available area and choose New Simple Volume. Follow the steps in the 

wizard to assign a drive letter now, or wait until the next step. When prompted, check Perform a 

quick format  to format the volume with NTFS. 

http://windowssecrets.com/links/$P20d/b25a34h/?url=computershopper.com%2Fhowto%2Fdual-boot-your-pc-200712-2
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Step 4.  When the wizard is done formatting the new volume, you can assign or rearrange drive let-

ters as needed. For example, changing drive letters may also put your CD/DVD drive in a more logi-

cal order. 

To do that, right-click a volume or the CD/DVD drive and choose Change Drive Letters and Paths.  

If a volume hasn't got a drive letter yet, click Add. Otherwise, select the drive icon in the dialog box 

and click Change. 

If you're rearranging the letters on existing drives, you may need to change the drives in a particular 

order. Or you may need to give a drive a temporary letter (such as Z) to free up a letter for another 

drive; you would change the Z drive to something else later. Make your selection and click OK. Re-

peat for other partitions or drives until you have the order you want. 

Step 5.  When you're done with your partitioning chores, exit Disk Management. Insert your XP disc 

into the drive and restart your system, booting from that disk. 

 

Step 6.  Follow the steps to install XP. When asked for the target drive, select your new partition and 

press Enter. Because you already formatted this partition with NTFS, you can skip the formatting 

step. At the appropriate screen, arrow down to Leave the current file system intact (no changes)  

and press Enter. Continue the installation process until it's finished and XP has started. 

 

Step 7.  Your system now boots to XP, so we'll need to do some fixing to set up a boot menu. Insert 

your Vista DVD and restart the computer from it. Click Next in the first screen. 

 

Step 8.  Don't click Install when prompted! Instead, click Repair Your Computer in the lower-left    

corner. 

Step 9.  When the System Recovery Options dialog appears, make sure Microsoft Windows Vista is 

selected and click Next. In the next dialog box, select the Command Prompt option at the bottom. 

 

Step 10.  In the command-prompt window, type the following commands and press Enter after each 

one: 

bootrec.exe /fixMBR  

bootrec.exe /fixBoot                                                                                                                   

Step 11.  Close the command prompt and click Restart. 

Step 12.  When your computer has booted into Vista, click Start, type cmd.exe,  and press 

Ctrl+Shift+Enter to make the command window open with elevated privileges. Click Continue, if 

prompted by User Account Control.   

Step 13.  Type the following commands in the command window, one at at time, pressing Enter after 

each one. After each command, you should get the response, "The operation completed success-

fully." A response of, "The specified entry already exists," is OK, too. If not, retype your command to 

make sure you've entered it correctly. If Vista is installed on a drive other than c:,  change the first 

command below to use the proper drive letter. The curly braces around {ntldr}  in each command 

must be typed exactly as shown: 
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bcdedit -set {ntldr} device partition=C:  
bcdedit -set {ntldr} path \ntldr  
bcdedit -displayorder {ntldr} -addlast  
bcdedit -set {ntldr} description "Microsoft Windows XP"  
 

That's it! The next time you restart your system, you should be see a prompt that will let you choose 
between Vista or XP. Select the one you want and press Enter. 

 

UPDATE 2008-02-14: When XP and Vista are installed in a dual-boot configuration, every time XP 
is booted it deletes any system restore points that Vista created (including "shadow copies" of files) 
and all but the latest backup, if the Vista application known as Complete PC Backup has been used. 
Microsoft acknowledges the problem and recommends two workarounds. See our Feb. 21, 2008, 
article.  

When you start your dual-boot system, the menu will appear for a few seconds. If you don't press 
any keys, eventually Windows Vista will start. Fortunately, you can change this if you don't want 
Vista to be your default operating system. You can also customize the waiting period before the de-
fault kicks in. 
 

 

How to customize your boot menu  

 

Here's what to do: 
 
Step 1.  Click Start. Type systempropertiesadvanced  and press Enter. Click Continue, if prompted 
by User Account Control. 
 
Step 2.  Under Startup and Recovery,  click Settings. 
 
Step 3.  At the top of the dialog box, select the operating system you want to start by default. 
 
Step 4.  In the box to the right of Time to display list of operating systems,  specify the number of 
seconds for the options to stay on screen. Click OK. 
 
Microsoft provides documentation of Vista's bcdedit  command and its parameters in an article in the 
Windows Vista Technical Library. 
 
Having two operating systems on the same computer definitely takes a little extra disk space. In a 
future column, I'll show you some ways to make the two operating systems share some common re-
sources to save on storage. 

  

http://windowssecrets.com/2008/02/14/01 -Make-your-computer-dual-boot-Vista-and-XP  

http://windowssecrets.com/2008/02/21/02-Dual-booting-XP-deletes-Vista-restore-points
http://windowssecrets.com/links/$P20d/7a630eh/?url=technet2.microsoft.com%2FWindowsVista%2Fen%2Flibrary%2F08d64d13-4f45-4a05-bd86-c99211a93dd91033.mspx%3Fmfr%3Dtrue
http://windowssecrets.com/2008/02/14/01-Make-your-computer-dual-boot-Vista-and-XP
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                             II Internet 
                   Is your Internet Security up to Date? 

            Antivirus up to Date? 

            Firewall? 

            Windows up to date? 

            Spy Ware? 

            See how to protect your computer at: 

                   http://www.gtbpcug.org/protect/ 

 

                                                                    More about Internet Threats 

Kim Komandoôs reply when asked about a 64-bit firewall          http://www.komando.com 

 

I have been recommending the ZoneAlarm firewall for years. It has always done a fine job of protect-
ing computers. And you can't beat the priceðfree. 

However, the free firewall is becoming less usable. True, it's still available, but only for 32-bit ver-
sions of Windows. Today, at least in stores, the 64-bit version of Windows predominates. 

Since your computer is new, you might have the 64-bit version. But, before we go any further, dou-
ble-check that. Click Start>>Control Panel. Double-click System. Under System, check "System 
type." That will show either 32-bit or 64-bit. 

If you have a 32-bit system, ZoneAlarm should work. Check that Windows Firewall is disabled. To do 
that, click Start>>Control Panel. Double-click Windows Firewall. If Windows Firewall is enabled, click 
"Change settings." Click Off>>OK. 

If ZoneAlarm still will not work, uninstall it. Then reinstall it. If it's still a no-go, try switching to PC 
Tools. Or, try Comodo. This product works on both 32- and 64-bit systems. 

The only other free option is Windows Firewall. It will make your system invisible to malware. But 
unlike the other programs, it will not block outbound transmissions. So, if something gets on your 
computer, it will be able to communicate over the Internet. 

You should be able to install a firewall on a 32-bit system. I have never had a problem with that. But 
a 64-bit system is more difficult. I would go with Comodo It also includes antivirus software. If you 
use that, remove any other antivirus program. 

If Comodo is unsatisfactory, you'll have to pay for a firewall. Microsoft offers Windows Live OneCare 
for $50. It makes the Windows Firewall two-way. Live OneCare is a security suite, which includes 
antivirus and anti-spyware programs. 

ZoneAlarm and McAfee also offer two-way firewalls for 64-bit Windows. McAfee's is included in its 
Internet Security suite, at $35. That includes antivirus and anti-spyware programs. ZoneAlarm's is 
$40. It includes anti-spyware protection. 

 

http://gtbpcug.org.protect
http://www.komando.com/securitycenter/
http://www.komando.com/securitycenter/
http://www.komando.com/downloads/category.aspx?id=5374
http://onecare.live.com/standard/en-us/3/learnmore/default.htm
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Some things to look intoé 

Interested in  any medically  related subjects, questions about medical subject matters, or anything 

else related to the field of medicine, try out Dr. Kevinôs Medical Web Blog. 

http//www.kevinmd.com                                                                                     Submitted by member Charles  Kelly 

 

FreeRinger is a calling service which allows you to make FREE calls to telephone numbers (in more 

than 30 countries throughout the world) right from your web browser.  

http://www.freeringer.biz 

 

Pixenate is the photo editor of choice for photo printing and photo sharing businesses.  

Click here to find out how Pixenate can enhance your photo website, or go to the home page: 

http://www.pixlenate.com  

 

In case you donôt have a picture editing program installed in your PC, no problem - just go to this site 

and edit your picture for MySpace or FaceBook online at this site. Opening an account enables oth-

ers to take a look at your pictures. 

http//www.lunapic.com                                                                                            

 

Laptop theft is nothing new these days, but getting one back is a different story. This service is not 

free, but might be worth looking into it. Traveling or not with your laptop, there is a  always that 

chance. 

http://www.lojackforlaptops.com/                                                               Submitted by member Ray Davis  

                                                        

RLTV stands for Retired Living TV and is received on Verizon Fios channel 246. Check out the pro-

gram listings on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for a program called: ñRetired and Wiredò which is 

mostly directed to the retired folks interested in all kinds of electronics. There is also the Website:  

http://www.rltv.com    

 

Viewers, drivers, etc. you may need.                                                           Submitted by member Don Miller 

http://dmiller900.com/viewersneeded.htm 

Our computer group is a member of FACUG. 

FACUG Newsletters 

http://www.apcug.net/members/newsletters_index_page.htm 

http://www.talkster.com/Countries.aspx
http://pixenate.com/productinfo/
http://dmiller900.com/viewersneeded.htm
http://www.apcug.net/members/newsletters_index_page.htm
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      Legal Notice  

      Bay Bytes, Copyright © 2009, is the official newsletter of the Greater Tampa Bay PC User Group, Inc.(GTBPCUG). The information in this newsletter is in-

tended to help our members. It has come from many sources and cannot always be verified. It is recommended that you obtain professional advice from software and 

hard   ware distributors, manufacturers, salesmen, or other professionals dealing with the subjects that appear in this newsletter. Unless specifically stated otherwise, 

the opinions expressed in Bay Bytes articles and columns are those of the individual authors and do not represent an official position of, or endorsement by 

GTBPCUG.GTBPCUG is not affiliated with any company, vendor or equipment manufacturer. Permission for reproduction of Bay Bytes in whole or in part is 

hereby granted to other APCUG user groups for internal, non-profit use, provided credit is given to the author, GTBPCUG Bay Bytes along with the copyright notice. 

Other reproductions require the prior permission of the editor. When published, please send a copy of your newsletter to  

editor@gtbpcug.org  or mail to P.O.Box 501, Brandon, FL, 33509-0501. 

            Sure hope, that the inside of your PC does not look like this! 

           To my surprise, it still ran, but not very well.                            Editor 


