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In this Issue 

Members,  

 

It is vacation time for most of us, so I will not burden  

you with any heavy reading on the front page.  

Something I use a lot are special characters, especially  

writing letters to the old country with all the ñUmlauts,ò  

like ü and ä and all the rest of them. Those listed below                          
apply only in Windows XP. Windows Vista has it a little differently how to 

get to them. 

 

By holding down the Alt key and typing in the numbers will give you the  

desired special character. 

 

     Alt + 0176   =    °     degree   
             0178   =    ²      squared    
             0179   =    ³      cubed 
             0157   =   •      open ballot box 
             0162   =    ¢     cents 
             0128   =    ú     euro 
             0188   =    ¼    one quarter 
             0189   =    ½    one half 
             0190   =    ¾    three quarter 
             0177   =    ±     plus minus 
             0181   =    µ     mu (micro) 

             0246   =    ÷     divided 

 

Of course, this Character Map can be found in Accessories > System 
Tools > Special Character Map. Also available for many other foreign    

languages.  

Your Editor 

 

"SPECIAL NOTICE: since Brandon High School will be closed during the 

summer, our next meeting will be on Tuesday, August 18th."  
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Minutes of the meeting July 2, 2009  

Pleased to announce, that at this meeting another member stepped forward to share his experi-
ences and know-how with the members. Former president Dave Simone showed what can be done 
when it comes to getting your pictures scanned and digitalized in order to put them together in such 

a way, that at the end, it becomes a story-telling slide show. 

Using not even the latest versions in scanning and picture editing programs it was the how toé what 
made his presentation so impressive, especially when voice and music were added to the slide 

show. Thanks Dave. 

At the meeting this question was asked again, how to digitalize positive slides. This is one of the less 
expensive way of doing it: The Slide and Negative to Digital Picture Converter     Good reading 

about the subject you can find at this Smart Computing article  

The members unanimously accepted Alma Aceôs Treasureôs report as read. 

Minutes of the meeting June 9, 2009  

Parker Monroe, in his Fundamentals SIG's Q&A session, pointed out the various Internet browsers 
available. Besides Internet Explorer 8.0, Mozilla Firefox is a very popular one, which also reportedly 
is less susceptible to most common Internet security problems. Google joined the fray not too long 

ago with its Google Chrome browser. No comments about this one yet by any member. 

Another popular question always is how to increase the print size when trying to print from a web 
page. From the copy and paste method, to using a word processor, to the free or paid versions of 

programs like Faststone Screen Capture and others. 

Parker also brought to everybodyôs attention that a new social program, called Tagged has popped 
up. He advised to be careful if one receives a Tagged email, as the service appears very aggres-

sive. The jury is still out on this one. 

The members congratulated Don and IvaJean Miller on their 53rd wedding anniversary. Don is a 

longtime member of the group, and his wife just recently also joined. 

Minutes of the meeting June 16, 2009  

Once again, Jerry Harris conducted a very interesting and informative "Discussion" meeting. Instead 
of his usual Internet SIG, and in response to member questions, he mostly dealt with how to buy a 
wide screen TV or PC monitor. He mentioned how wide screen monitors handle screen resolution 
compared to regular PC monitors, the maximum size of a TV or PC monitor, and other buying sug-
gestions. He noted that it is important to visit a retail store and visually examine them first, to make 
sure you like what you see. One significant advantage of a wide screen monitor for a pc is that it re-
duces the need for horizontal scrolling. The remainder of the one hour meeting time was devoted to 
a brief introduction to Microsoft's newest contribution to the Internet - "Bing," a search engine that 
seeks to compete with and outdo Google. It was apparent that Bing http://www.bing.com is too new 

for most members to yet have any opinion or comment about it. 

Minutes of the meeting June 23, 2009  

In the absence of Jo Ann and Al, Parker opened the meeting. Darrell Manns gave a presentation on 
two tools that allow one to magnify text and images on a monitor. Both tools, Easy Read (for Web 
pages), and Magnify (for all other windows on one's monitor), can be obtained from                     
http://www.iconico.com   This generated interest in enlarging the font under icons, which Darrell 

demonstrated.                                                                                                              Continued on next page 

http://www.hammacher.com/publish/75800.asp?source=google&keyword=fs-c1-vp+vupoint+converter&cm_ven=NewGate&cm_cat=google&cm_pla=Summer07&cm_ite=fs-c1-vp+vupoint+converter&OVMTC=Broad&site=&creative=3119619767&OVKEY=fs-c1-vp%20vupoint%20converter
http://www.smartcomputing.com/editorial/article.asp?article=articles%2F2005%2Fs1606%2F12s06%2F12s06.asp
http://www.mozilla.com/en-US/
http://www.google.com/chrome/intl/en/p/google.html
http://www.faststone.org/FSCaptureDetail.htm
http://www.tagged.com/index.html?r=%2Fprofile.html
http://www.bing.com/
http://www.iconico.com
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Questions were also raised and answered about viewing PowerPoint presentations, if one does not 

have PowerPoint on their computer. Members were directed to Microsoft's free viewers. This led to 

additional questions about enlarging photos, the use of a utility in Microsoft's free PowerToys, and 

could Word open WordPerfect documents. One answer was to use the free OpenOffice to read 

WordPerfect documents.  

 

Preventive Computer Maintenance  

Written by Stuart Rabinowitz, Editor-in-Chief, the PULP, newsletter of the Hartford User Group Exchange, CT. 

http://www.huge.org                                                                                                               s.e.rabinowitz@att.net 

Distributed by APCUG. Original, un-copyrighted articles appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without prior permis-

sion by other nonprofit groups. 

The single most important maintenance item that should be done on a regular basis is BACKUP 

YOUR DATA. What the schedule is depends on much data you can afford to lose. Try daily/weekly 

to an external hard drive and monthly to a CD/DVD, or use a backup application. Make sure that 

your software is updated; primarily the operating system and your primary browser. 

Use utility software: get a sense of how your computer operates when itôs operating correctly. For 

the Mac use óActivity Monitorô or óTech Toolsô. On the PC (in the control panel) administrative tools/

performance. You can also check your internet connection speed at: http://reviews.cnet.com/internet

-speedtest/?tag=ont.int.band 

For the PC users--do regular spyware/virus scans. Make sure the definitions are up to date. Primar-

ily for PC users--Defragment your hard drive (this may take a while). Mac users do not really need to 

do this since OS X (10.3 +) does it automatically. 

Free up some space on your hard drive (PC users can use disk cleanup; Mac users can use 

CacheOutX). Clean out old files that you donôt use, after youôve backed them up. Uninstall those pro-

grams that you donôt use. Apple recommends that you have at least 10% free, a bit more for PCs, 

this will improve virtual memory and may improve disk performance. 

Clean the Hardware -- to clean the monitor and keyboard use a dry microfiber cloth (be sure the 

computer is turned off) and gently (donôt press hard) wipe the monitor, unplug the keyboard and 

wipe. If there are hard to clean areas, spray the cloth lightly with a vinegar/water solution and then 

wipe. For an optical mouse wipe the bulb gently. Youôll need to open a mechanical mouse to clean 

the rollers. Use a cotton swab with isopropyl alcohol. 

If your computer case is easy to open (i.e. not an iMac or Mac Mini), then open it up (after shutting 

down and unplugging it) and use compressed air to blow out the dust. Do not use a vacuum since it 

may create a static charge that could damage the electronics. After closing the case you can clean 

out the fan in the back. Youôll also probably want to have the following tools: 

Screwdrivers--standard, phillips, and torx in different sizes (especially the small ones), Nutdrivers--

1/4ò and 3/16ò Pliers, part grabbers, and tweezers. Compressed air. 
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Why is my e-mail address online?                   http//www.komando.com                              5/7/2009  

Q. I just did a Google search for my e-mail address. I found a couple of search results. First, two of 
my postings on your Message Board appeared. My e-mail address was also on another Web page. 
It was just a long list of names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses. I don't know anybody on 
the list. How did I get there? And how do I get off? 
ðBarbara in Nashville, TN, listening on WWTN 99.7 FM 
 

A. There are a couple things going on here. So, let's start with my Message Board. 

I did a Google search for your e-mail address. Only one of your Message Board postings appeared. 

Your posting did not exactly match your e-mail address. But Google figured it out. 

When you signed up for Kim's Club, you selected a user name. You used the part of your e-mail ad-

dress before @. 

In your Message Board posting, you mention your e-mail provider. Google Search put the user and 
provider names together. And it matched them to your e-mail address. Your other postings didn't in-

clude the e-mail provider's name. So, Google Search ignored them. 

(I removed the identifying information from your post. Don't include that much data in the future.) 

Most people use the same user name on every site. Others could search for that user name, and 
track their online activities. Do the trackees care? I don't know. But using unique user names for 

each site will protect your privacy. Of course, then you have to remember all those user names! 

Incidentally, you might retire that particular user name. Why? Someone else is using it on adult sites. 

You don't want people to assume that's you! 

Let's look at the other site where you found your e-mail address. It's rather curious. The home page 

says the site is under construction. And the site gives no indication of its purpose. 

I suspect the site owner posted the information for his personal use. He may not realize the content 

appears in Google Search results. 

I accessed some directories on the site. They contained Word and Excel files, PDFs and e-mail 

messages. There were even HTML files. 

Much of it appears to be marketing materials. There were plenty of lists of names, e-mail addresses 

and phone numbers. Some even contained full mailing addresses. 

I suspect your information was gathered by another site or service. It was probably sold. 

Now, the gentleman who owns the site lives near you. How did I find this out? SimpleðI did a 
WHOIS search! To learn more about the WHOIS database, read my informative tip.                   

Then, hit this Cool Site to do your own WHOIS search. 

                                                                                                                                                          Continued on next page 

http://www.komando.com/messageboard/default.asp
http://www.komando.com/tips/index.aspx?id=5313
http://www.komando.com/coolsites/index.aspx?id=710
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It is unlikely that your information was gathered locally, though. The phone numbers on the lists span 

many area codes. 

The fact that phone numbers are listed at all is interesting. That's why I believe that you provided this 
information to someone. It would be difficult to connect you to both a phone number and e-mail ad-

dress otherwise. 

Removing your information from the list may be difficult. In fact, trying to do so could backfire. I 

would proceed with caution. 

One option is to write to the site owner. Explain that his site came up when you searched for your e-

mail address. Explain that you don't want this information to be publicly available. 

If this is a legitimate operation, he will likely comply. If it is not, you're taking a risk by contacting him. 
By doing so, you're verifying your information. That's one reason I recommend not responding to 

spam. 

You could be bombarded with even more marketing. And, with your information, he can contact you 

through other channels. 

There is another option, but it requires a subterfuge. You could create an e-mail address through a 

free provider. Then, you could write to the site owner from the new address. 

Explain that you came across this information while searching the Web. But don't give your name or 
any other information. Tell him that this file is publicly available. This could prompt him to make the 

data private. That would be a step in the right direction. 

You can also ask if he will remove your name from the list. If he replies affirmatively, supply him with 

your information. 

http://www.komando.com/tips/index.aspx?id=5642
http://www.komando.com/tips/index.aspx?id=5642

