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If you thought Microsoft was going
to dump Windows XP completely,
think again . By Dave Bytes

Windows 7 is approaching its official release date not too
long from now, and this week Microsoft unveiled one of
the fisecreto technologi es
Professional, Enterprise and Ultimate.

Called XP Mode or XPM for short, the new feature essentially
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clubbds site at:
http://gtbpcug.org http://www.davebytes.com This article was published prior to the release of Windows 7
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Minutes of the meeting January 12, 2010

Gene Barlow mentioned two things during his annual visit to the GTBPCUG. First, he said that

it is warmer at the moment in Utah than here in Tampa, and then he added that this could be

the last time he and his wife would be able to come to the 'Sunshine State.' For this he gave as a
reason that he is switching gradually to 'Webinar,' i.e. Web Seminars, giving his presentation over
the Internet via Webcams using a two-way broadband connection. Not because of the weather!
Economic reasons are playing a role in the matter as well. Just recently he successfully conducted a
'Webinar' with a PC user group in Australia.

He then introduced the latest version of Acronis True Image Home 2010, and again stressed

that backing up a PC is, and always has been, the prime objective for using this software. Besides
being suitable for Windows 7, version 2010 also has a new 'Non-stop Backup' feature that will do
auto-backups every 5 minutes. It also lets you make backups directly to Acronis' Web site for a fee.
Even so, he stated that image backup is still the best way to go, even though only 10% of the PC
users worldwide are using that method.

Minutes of the meeting January 19, 2010

Gary Staley's Treasurer's Report was accepted by the members as read. Before he took over the
position from Alma Ace, the books were audited and everything was found to be in order.

In his Windows SIG presentation, Darrell Manns introduced the members to a new feature he found
in the latest version of Mozilla Firefox, Version 3.5.7. It is called 'Private Browsing' , which will not
keep or remember any Browser History for the current session after closing. In "Tools' you are able
to turn this function On or Off. Also on the same page, clicking on ‘Learn more..." provides explana-
tion in great detail what 'Private Browsing' is all about. IE 8.0 also has an option where, after closing
the Browser, all Internet Temp Files and Cookies are deleted automatically. For someone who still
wants to browse even more anonymously, there are programs available which, when installed, will
let you do just that.

Minutes of the meeting January 26, 2010

I n this eveningbds SI G, Jerry Harris picked a sub
mi nd, OHow to keep one's PC free from viruses. 0
some familiar and some not so familiar, to help to protect and maintain a clean computer. No matter

how much protection one 's computer has, it is still very important to frequently create a current and
complete hard drive backup. At least do a backup of important data, just in case an infection pre-

vents the computer from connecting to the Internet for important updates or downloads.

Before the SIG got started, Parker Monroe raffled off 13 one-y ear subscri ptions fo
putingé magazine sponsored by t he -relatgdaiemsmanatedt og e
by members.

Al so, a random drawing was hel d-ihopseltacte tbatwebs
Emi Evans won, and received a $20.00 prize. Picture on page 16. Congratulation to all the winners.

Roger Lininger has joined the club just recently. Welcome Roger.

A sad announcement was made by Jo Ann Brawner informing the members that Phil Sheffield has
passed away. Phil had worked for the Tampa Tribune as a top photographer and photo editor for
many years, and was a longtime member and former Newsletter editor for our computer group.

He had recently moved from Brandon to the Jacksonville area.
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Windows 7's real killer feature By Randall C. Kennedy

Everyone loves a killer feature: that must-have capability or technology that prompts you to plunk
down your hard-earned cash in an effort to upgrade your computing experience.

In the case of Windows [1], there have been precious few versions that included a truly killer feature.
Windows 3.1 was a killer version because it allowed PCs to finally break (or at least reduce the im-
pact of) the dreaded 640K barrier. Windows NT was a killer version (at least for power users) be-
cause it introduced the concepts of client/server security and true, hardware-based memory protec-
tion to the environment.

[ How to choose between 32-bit Windows 7 and 64 -bit Windows 7 [2]. | Get InfoWorld's 21 -

page hands -on look at the new versionof Windows [ 3], from I nfoWorl dés e
tributors. | Find out what's new, what's wrong, and what's good about Windows 7 in Info-

World's " Windows 7: The essential quide _ [4]." ]

Windows XP was a killer version because it bridged the gap between the consumer (Windows 9x)
and business (Windows NT) computing spaces. And though generally considered a flop, Vista was a
killer version in that it forced the Windows ecosystem to evolve beyond the Windows XP paradigm
and thus paved the way for Windows 7 [5].

Which brings me to my main point: Windows 7 is a killer version -- but not for the reasons you think.
It's not because it fixes Vista's many faults -- it doesn't. Rather, it glosses them over with fresh paint
and behavioral tricks.

It's also not because of the new Ul. Although I'm a huge fan of the new task-bar-driven interface,
much of the underlying concept is merely a rip-off of the Mac's aging dock metaphor [6]. And it's not
because Windows 7 is somehow lighter than Vista -- testing shows it takes up about the same
amount of RAM [7] when executing an identical workload.

No, the real killer feature of Windows 7 is scalability . Simply put, Windows 7 does a better job of
taking advantage of the available hardware resources than its predecessors. This scalability edge
manifests itself in the form of better performance under complex, multiprocess, multithreaded work-
loads [9].

Given the same number of CPU cores, Windows 7 runs circles around both Windows Vista and Win-
dows XP. In fact, the results aren't even close: In one multiprocess workflow test, Windows 7 out-
paced Windows XP by 250 percent -- this on an eight-core (dual quad-core Xeon) HP Z800 work-
station.

This is Windows 7's killer feature. It means that, as customers invest in new PC hardware, they'll be
better positioned to reap the improvements in CPU, memory, and chip set performance by deploying
Windows 7. It also means that sticking with Windows XP -- ostensibly because it is less bloated and
performs better -- is a fool's errand.

Times have changed. The hardware landscape is much different than when Windows XP was on the
drawing boards. Back then, the concept of a multicore CPU was still just that: a concept. Windows
XP was designed for a world of single CPU desktops and the occasional two- or four-way (discrete
CPUs, not cores) engineering workstation. It simply isn't smart enough to know how to leverage
something as complex as a modern-day Core i7- or ESxxx-series Xeon processor.

Continued on the next page
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I'll be diving more into this topic in an upcoming InfoWorld Test Center [10] article that will serve as a
follow-up to my original research on this subject. In the meantime, if you were looking for that killer
feature (or catchy slogan) to sell you on a Windows 7 upgrade, here it is:

Windows 7: Smarter where it counts.

This story, "Windows 7's real killer feature [11]," was originally published at InfoWorld.com [12]. Fol-
low the latest developments in Windows 7 [13] and Windows [14] at InfoWorld.com.

Encrypting an external hard drive By Kim Komando

Q. I use an external hard drive to store sensitive data. | would like to password-protect it. That way, if
it were stolen, the data could not be accessed. How do | go about adding password-protection to the
drive?

A. You make a good point, Steve. External drives are popular for backing up and transporting data.
They're also handy for adding storage to a computer.

But external hard drives typically don't offer much security. The same goes for thumb drives. Thieves
wouldn't have much trouble viewing most of them. Even casual snoops could take a look.

The data on your external drive can be protected. But before we start, let's talk about terminology. |
don't particularly care for the phrase "password protection.” It is often used interchangeably with
"encryption.”

But the two are not necessarily the same. Encryption scrambles data using complex algorithms. A
key unscrambles the data so it can be read. The key is often called the "password."

Password protection also uses a password to prevent access to data. But the data isn't necessarily
scrambled. Should the password be bypassed, the data could be read.

If a password-protection tool doesn't specifically tout encryption, play it safe. Assume that the data
isn't encrypted.

Encryption of a drive is fairly easy. | recommend the free TrueCrypt. It works on both thumb drives
and hard drives. You can encrypt part or all of the drive.

The drive should be empty when you encrypt it. Otherwise, you could lose your data. So, move the
data to another drive temporarily. TrueCrypt does allow in-place encryption of entire drives in Vista.
But | would only use this feature if absolutely necessary. It is risky.

Once TrueCrypt is installed, you're ready to start. Open the program and click Create Volume. On
the next screen, select "Encrypt a non-system partition/drive." Click Next. Select "Standard
TrueCrypt volume" and click Next.

On the next screen, select your external hard drive. Click Next. Select "Create Encrypted volume
and format it." Click Next.

Select an encryption algorithm. | recommend the default, AES. Click Next. Specify a password, and
click Next. Create a strong password. My handy tip will help.

You'll be prompted to move your mouse around the Volume Creation Wizard window. Do this for at
least 30 seconds. The longer you do it, the stronger the cryptographic strength.

Continued on the next page
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You also need to select a file system. Pick NTFS. Click Format.
TrueCrypt will warn you that you'll lose your data. Agree and proceed with the encryption.

TrueCrypt must be installed on your computer to use your drive. Or, install it on another removable
drive. For instance, you might install it on a thumb drive. This would let you use the encrypted exter-
nal drive on any machine.

To open your drive, start TrueCrypt. Click Select Device. Select the hard drive and click Mount. En-
ter your password and click OK. You can now use the drive as you normally would.

There is one last thing to do. Before encrypting the drive, you transferred your data elsewhere. Even
after deleting it, the data could be recovered. Don't believe me? Try one of my free downloads to find
out.

Make sure that deleted data is gone for good. Wipe it from your drive with the free Heidi Eraser.
For more help protecting your data, visit my site: http://www.komando.com

A quick tip:
Select multiple files in Vista

Most tech-savvy users know how to select multiple files: Hold down the Ctrl key while clicking each
individual file. Of course, that can get a little tricky if you're working with a long list and/or a lot of
files: It's too easy to miss-click and "lose" all your selections.

That's why I'm loving an undocumented Vista feature: checkboxes. Instead of holding down the Ctrl
key, you simply click a checkbox next to each file you want to select.

To enable this handy option, open any system window (like Computer or Explorer), click the Organ-
ize menu, and then choose Folder and Search Options. Next, click the View tab, and then scroll
down until you see Use check boxes to select items. Enable it, and then click OK.

Presto! Now, whenever you mouse over a file, a checkbox should appear in the left column. Select
multiple files, and then drag them wherever you want or do whatever else you need to do. Also, note
that you can click the "master" checkbox next to Name to instantly select all the files (as an alterna-
tive to the old-standby Ctrl-A).
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ChOOSing an eXternal hard drive http://www.smartcomputing.com

Q: I'min the market for an external hard drive, but I'm bewildered by the numerous types of connec-
tions available for these devices. Some drives even have four connectors. What's the best connec-
tion to use?

A: Once you've decided upon the capacity of your external hard drive, the second most important
decision will be selecting which connector you plan to use with the new drive.

For most users, the choices are limited to FireWire, eSATA (External Serial Advanced Technology
Attachment), USB, and the newest connector, FireWire connections (also referred to as IEEE 1394)
come in two flavors: FireWire 400 and FireWire 800.

FireWire 400 is capable of transferring data at speeds up to 400Mbps (megabits per second) and
FireWire 800 is capable of800Mbps. FireWire 400 uses a different cable and physical connection
than FireWire 800, but most FireWire 800 devices include FireWire 400 ports for backward compati-
bility.

One of the primary advantages of FireWire is a high sustained transfer rate, and minimal CPU usage
compared to USB. Unfortunately, FireWire devices haven't seen widespread adoption due to some
initial licensing concerns that led vendors to adopt USB. FireWire's greatest success has been with
digital video products that require error-free, high-speed transfers.

If your computer doesn't already have a FireWire port, you'll need to purchase a FireWire adapter
and install it in your computer case. These can usually be installed in a standard PCI (Peripheral
Component Interconnect) slot, or if you're using a hotebook computer, in its PCMCIA (Personal
Computer Memory Card International Association) slot.

USB connections are much more prevalent than FireWire devices due to the lower licensing cost for
computer vendors. USB comes in three flavors; Low Speed, Full Speed, and Hi-Speed.

Low Speed USB connections can transfer data at speeds of up to 1.5Mbps and aren't intended for
storage devices. Full Speed USB transfers data at speeds of up to 12Mbps and is also too slow for
today's systems. Hi-Speed USB (often referred to as USB 2.0) can transfer data at speeds of up to
480Mbps and has been widely adopted by computer manufacturers as an affordable, high-
performance connection.

Most computers built within the last several years will have a USB connection, and like FireWire,
USB connectors are backward compatible. If your computer doesn't have a USB connector or you
need additional ports, you can install a USB adapter card in your computer's PCI slot for a reason-
able price. eSATA is the new kid on the block, and although it offers tremendous performance, its
eventual success is unsure. eSATA can transfer data at speeds of up to 2,400Mbps, dwarfing the
next-fastest connection, FireWire 800. If motherboard manufacturers begin including eSATA con-
nections in future designs, eSATA has the potential to establish a niche with users requiring the ulti-
mate in performance. Until then, users will need to install a relatively expensive (compared to Fire-
Wire and USB) eSATA HBA (host bus adapter) to utilize eSATA devices.

Continued on the next page
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It's important to take a moment and understand what transfer rates actually mean. First, the adver-
tised transfer rates for each connection type are determined under ideal laboratory conditions.

Real-world rates will usually be lower. Second, transfer rates are specified in megabits per second,
yet data is measured in megabytes. Each byte has 8 bits, so 1 megabyte is equivalent to 8 mega-
bits.

To put this in a real-world context, a CD holds approximately 700 megabytes, or 5,600 megabits of
data. Transferring this from an external hard drive using FireWire 400 would take approximately 14
seconds. Using a Hi Speed USB connection would take 12 seconds, a FireWire 800 connector
would take seven.

Double the displays, double the productivity hitp://www. smartcomputing,com

If you've been tempted to add another monitor to your computer, a recent study by Jon Peddie Re-
search might just push you to do it. Sure, multi-monitor configurations certainly look cool, but this
study appears to confirm that they're actually pretty darn useful, too.

The study, which examined the multiple display market and consumer attitudes, found that consum-
ers estimate a whopping 42% increase in productivity when using multiple monitors while performing
tasks ranging from content creation and general office use to gaming and CAD (computer-aided de-
sign) applications.

Of the consumers surveyed, 32% were currently using multiple displays and 55% said they want to
or plan to use multiple monitors in the near future. Of course, multiple monitors aren't feasible for all
users, and the study noted that obstacles include price, desk and office space, heat, noise, radiation,
as well as confusion surrounding the use of multiple displays.

The study also comments on the curious lack of marketing by video card manufacturers when it
comes to multiple monitors. Whereas dual-head cards (that is, cards that support two monitors)
were rare years ago, many of today's cards have dual heads but don't do much to advertise the fea-
ture. According to Peddie Research, card and chip companies treat multi-monitor capability as an
"oh, by the way" benefit.
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http://www.davebytes.com

Panda Cloud Anti Virus hits the Internet for FREE

Panda Security CEO Juan Santana says he has come up with a Web-based silver bullet that will
slay computer viruses like Conficker and Koobface before they take root on your PC.

"The threat climate demands a new protection model," Santana says.

The next few weeks will dictate how well his assertions hold up, as reviewers and consumers test
drive the new Panda Cloud Antivirus service.

In an attempt to shake up the lucrative antivirus subscription market, Panda is tapping into two hot
tech trends: Web-based "cloud" computing and free technology giveaways.

Microsoft later this year will offer free basic antivirus protection, code-named Morro. And McAfee
and AVG recently launched free protection tools to supplement their paid antivirus suites.
Traditional antivirus protection from companies such as Symantec, McAfee and Trend Micro come
in hefty, power-sapping programs that reside on your PC's hard drive to filter out known malicious
programs. Because cybercriminals have become adept at tweaking their attacks to sneak through,
the software companies must update protection "signatures” on each PC at least once a day.
Panda becomes the first consumer antivirus supplier to centralize this filtering and

updating routine 8 by moving it into a data center sitting in the Internet cloud. To tap into this free
service, you download a small pop-up dashboard from http://www.cloudantivirus.com/en/

The dashboard connects your PC to Panda's data center, which monitors suspicious coding that
comes into contact with your PC. Panda can now amass intelligence about hackers' techniques,
equipping it to more swiftly predict the bad guys' next moves, Panda senior researcher Pedro
Bustamante says. While the data center keeps track of anything that looks remotely suspicious,

it will take action only if an unauthorized program begins to execute on your PC. "A virus is basically
harmless until it's loaded into memory and executed," says Martin McKeay, author of the Network
Security Blog/Podcast, who was briefed on Panda's new service.

McKeay says Panda's approach frees up processing power and storage space on the PC,

and it makes efficient use of the data center.

"There is a nice symmetry to the cloud service," says Jonathan Penn, Forrester tech security
analyst, who was also briefed. "Users get more up-to-date analysis, and Panda turns every
customer into a sensor that feeds back data which they then can interpret to better identify emerging
attacks."

Continued on the next page
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The power of free

Panda plans to offer this service free to consumers indefinitely, Santana says. He figures Panda has
a head start over larger rivals. Still, the service must build a track record. McKeay wonders if
Panda's cloud protection will work well for PC users with slower Internet connections and if Panda is
truly prepared to expand rapidly,

if need be. "I'm slightly skeptical of the implementation,” McKeay says.

Meanwhile, one of Panda's chief rivals 8 McAfee & on Tuesday launched a Cybercrime Response
Unit website as a giveaway of its own. The site contains guidance for consumers and small-business
owners who believe they might be a victim of a cybercrime. It includes a free infection-scanning tool
and toll-free phone help.

"We're trying to give you some insight as to whether you're at a high or low risk for being the victim
of a cybercrime," says Pamela Warren, McAfee's cybercrime strategist. "It's also to help inform
consumers and small-business owners about how they can avoid becoming victims."

Amsterdam-based antivirus supplier AVG last week began making its Linkscanner tool, which
checks Web links for infections, free as a stand-alone product. AVG, in fact, has built its reputation
on its free antivirus suite, which it began giving away as a marketing strategy to get people to buy its
heftier paid version. By giving away free security tools to millions, AVG has been able to sell enough
paid subscriptions to grow its revenue 75% annually in each of the past four years, CEO J.R. Smith
says.

"Our product strategy is to create goodwill, get the brand out there and market virally,” Smith says.
"Our success is driven by the power of free.”

Forrester's Penn says consumers have been adopting the free tools "as a supplement, not a substi-
tute” to the security services they pay for.

Panda CEO Santana hopes to leverage this trend. He figures gaining loyalty from free users of
Panda's cloud protection service will help win new sales to businesses. "Let's have the world test
this, so we can steal market share from the traditional players,” Santana says.

"Edi t or ¢am usingdanda Cloud Anti Virus on two of my PCs and installed it on several others. While it is running in
the background it does not seem to hamper any operation to a point where would be noticeable in slowing down things.
This is especially true on somewhat older and less powerful PCs.

A quick tip:

How far should we sit from our HDTV?

There is an optimal viewing distance for every HDTV. You need a calculator and some measuring
tape.

The viewing distance is determined by screen size. Simply take the screen size (measured diago-
nally) and multiply it by two and three. This will give you a range of distances that will work.

Let's try out the equation. You said you're looking at 42-inch HDTVs. Here's the math: 42 inches x 2
and 42 inches x 3. This gives you a range of 7 to 10.5 feet. That's where you should be seated.
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Antivirus up to Date?

Firewall?
Windows up to date?
Spy Ware?

See how to protect your computer at:

http://gtbpcug.org/protect/

More about Internet Threats

Here's A Roundup of 2009 Security Suites from PC Magazine
COMPARISON OF SECURITY SUITES

Products are listed from best to worst by overall rating

RED denotes Editors' Choice
0 0 e
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s 8 | £ ¢ & & 3§ 3§ ¢ ¢ ¢

2 = z £ 0 £ 2 = H - - o
Product 0] | « <« o < & & o F & o
Norton Internet Security 2009 45 50 45 45 40| o] 40 20 N §6999| $69.99
Trend Micro Internet Security Pro 2000 |~ 40{  40{  40] 40{ 30[ 40| 300 38 Y $6995 | $69.95
ZoneAlarm Internet Securty 2009 40/ 50] 40| 40| 25 40| 40 10 N §99 | $69.9
BitDefender Internet Security 2009 36| 35| 40| 30| 25 300 38 )Y Y $69.9 | §719%
Kaspersky Internet Security 2009 38 48] 40| 40] 301 15 200 18| N §71995 | 799
Panda Global Protection 2009 30 35 35 30] 35| 4ol 15 18]y Y $6995 | $09.9
Cormodo Internet Securiy 26| 40| 200 200 25w e e | N $000| $000
F-Secure Internet Securiy 2008 26| 30] 35 28] 20 15ma 15)n N §75.90| §1990
McAfee Total Protection 25 25| 40| 40 20{ 4| 10 10)Y | §1999| §799
TrustPort PC Securty 2000 260 200 35 30] 20 tofwa 1.0 N §3370| §71.00
Webroot Interet Security Essentials 26| 15| 40| 45| 20e e e Y Y §59.9 | $59.%
CA Internet Security Sutte Plus 2009 200 25| 25 25 15 200 300 20)Y N §1999| §71999
N/A: Not applicable—The product does not have this feature. Features highlighted in yellow are less important.
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Article submitted by member Frank Weitzman

How to know if an online transaction is secure

Here are answers to some common questions about online transactions. Go to IE 8 > Help > Inter-
net Explorer Help (F1) > click on the Iink (Help

What is a secure connection?

A secure connection is an encrypted exchange of information between the website you are visiting
and Internet Explorer. Encryption is provided through a document the website provides called a cer-
tificate. When you send information to the website, it is encrypted at your computer and decrypted at
the website. Under normal circumstances, the information cannot be read or tampered with while it
is being sent, but it's possible that someone might find a way to crack the encryption.

Even if the connection between your computer and the website is encrypted, it does not guarantee
that the website is trustworthy. Your privacy can still be compromised by the way the website uses or
distributes your information.

Are secure connections private?

Not necessarily. Even though the information you are sending and receiving is encrypted (encoded),
an intermediate party might be able to see the website you are connecting to. By knowing the web-
site you are connecting to, the other party might have a pretty good idea what you are doing on that
site. For example, if you're looking for a new job using a computer at work, your company might
watch for key words in websites or keep a log of visited sites. If you upload a resume to a job web-
site, the document might be encrypted, but your company would still know you're looking for a new
job.

How can | tell if | have a secure connection?

In Internet Explorer, you will see a lock icon picture of the Lock icon in the Security Status bar. The
Security Status bar is located on the right side of the Address bar.

The certificate that is used to encrypt the connection also contains information about the identity of
the website owner or organization. You can click the lock to view the identity of the website.

Why do | see different colors in the Security status bar?

When you visit a website that uses a secure connection, the color of the Security Status bar tells you
whether the certificate is valid or not, and it displays the level of validation that was performed by the
certifying organization.

The following table describes what the Security Status bar colors mean.

Red

The certificate is out of date, invalid, or has an error. For more information see About Certificate
Errors.

The authenticity of the certificate or certification authority that issued it cannot be verified.
This might indicate a problem with the certification authority's website.

Continued on the next page
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White:

The certificate has normal validation. This means that communication between your browser and the
website is encrypted. The certification authority makes no assertion about the business practices of
the website.

Green:

The certificate uses extended validation. This means that communication between your browser and
website is encrypted and that the certification authority has confirmed the website is owned or oper-
ated by a business that is legally organized under the jurisdiction shown in the certificate and on the
Security Status bar. The certification authority makes no assertion about the business practices of
the website.

Do | need to upgrade my online accounts to use Extended Validation (EV) cer-
tificates?

No, you never need to update your online account or information to use EV certificates. Some phish-
ing e-mails try to trick you into giving personal or financial information by claiming that you need to
upgrade your account for better security with an EV certificate. Internet Explorer supports EV certifi-
cates, natively, and you do not have to do anything other than visit a website. If your bank is using
an EV certificate, your Address bar will be green. If you don't see a green Address bar, then the
website does not use an Extended Validation certificate.

‘What should I do if | think a website is trying to mislead me about its identity?
If you believe that the site is attempting to mislead you about its identity, you should contact the cer-
tification authority whose name appears in the certificate and in the Security Status bar.

If a website has secure transactions, does that mean the website is safe to use?

Not necessarily. The secure (encrypted) connection is not a guarantee that it is safe to use. A se-
cure connection only assures you of the identity of the website, based on the information provided
by the certifying organization. You should only consider giving personal information to a website that
you know and trust. To learn how to decide if you can trust a website, see: When to trust a website
in IE8 > Help > Internet Explorer Help >

You should also turn ON Internet Explorer's SmartScreen Filter to help identify fraudulent websites.
More information about SmartScreen Filter, see: SmartScreen Filter: Frequently asked questions

in IE8 > Help > Internet Explorer Help >

What does it mean when | have both secure and non  -secure (mixed) content?
Secure and non-secure content, or mixed content, means that a webpage is trying to display ele-
ments using both secure (HTTPS/SSL) and non-secure (HTTP) web server connections. This often
happens with online stores or financial sites that display images, banners, or scripts that are coming
from a server that is not secured. The risk of displaying mixed content is that a non-secure webpage
or script might be able to access information from the secure content.

Note:
Internet Explorer uses an encrypted protocol called Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) to access secure
web pages. These pages use the prefix HTTPS, while regular Web pages use HTTP.
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Some things to |l ook intoé
http://www.aarpmagazine.org/health/longevityqguest/

Who is a member of the AARP and reads its magazine or views their website, might have come
across this article about | ongevity. Even i f you

http://www.resnooze.com/

If you have a lot to remember and you need help with it, check out this site. It could be very useful.
http://www.pcworld.com/printable/article/id,150079/printable.html

Features you can safely disable in Windows Vista
http://digital-photography-school.com/

Digital photography is here to stay, might as well learn as much as you can about it. Here is how.
Discover how to use your digital camera with our Digital Photography Tips. We are a community of
photographers of all experience levels who come together to learn, share and grow in our under-
standing of photography. Read more: http://digital-photography-school.com/#ixzzOYGMwxISe

WWW.runtime.org

Most of us are using Acronis to do the backing-up. One of the easiest ways to do it is imaging the

drive. This creates a complete copy of your hard drive. The image contains all personal and system

files, and you can do it while using your computer and it can be restored in full working order. But

youol | have to pay for most, incl. Acroni s. Dri v
private edition is free. With this program you can restore a complete hard drive image. But you can

also browse all the files stored in the backup image.

http://cuteoverload.com/

This is exactly what this sites title says: overloaded on cute. Might not be for everybody, but some
might enjoy looking at what some people accomplished and put together for the Web.

http://cellphones.about.com/od/buyersgquides/qt/best cell phone.htm

Simply answer a few easy questions about size, price and features, and you'll receive a personal-
ized list of the five phones that best match your requirements.

http://www.komando.com/downloads/cateqories.aspx?cat=Pictures

In case any of the pictures taken thru the Holiday season need editing, take a look here and surely
one of the programs will include the features you are looking for.

http://www.rentoni.com/

Rentoni keeps track of your loaned and borrowed things related to people you deal with together
with deadline dates for you. When a deadline date is coming Rentoni sends email reminders to you
and related people. This helps things go back to their owners. No more of your favorite items lost!

http://www.nwf.org/naturefind/

While it is still winter here, there might not be a great need to make plans to be in the great Out-
doors. This might not apply to all Floridians. The ones who do, take a look at this site and maybe
you'll find something that suits you, for now or for a future trip.


http://www.aarpmagazine.org/health/longevityquest/
http://www.resnooze.com/
http://www.pcworld.com/printable/article/id,150079/printable.html
http://digital-photography-school.com/
http://digital-photography-school.com/#ixzz0YGMwxISe
http://www.runtime.org/driveimage-xml.htm
http://cuteoverload.com/
http://cellphones.about.com/od/buyersguides/qt/best_cell_phone.htm
http://www.komando.com/downloads/categories.aspx?cat=Pictures
http://www.rentoni.com/
http://www.nwf.org/naturefind/
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That middle button is often ignored, but you can tap its poten-
tial for browsing more efficiently, scrolling quickly,

and more. By Rick Broida http://www.PCWorld.com

Take a close look at your mouse. Chances are good it has at least three buttons: left, right, and mid-
dle. (Note: Your middle button might be your scroll wheel, which on most mice is clickable.) I've al-
ready talked about getting the most from your mouse, but this week | thought I'd home in on the mid-
dle button. Why would | want to do that? Well, | just took an informal poll of about ten people, and
guess how many of them actually use that middle button? A grand total of one. One! People, people,
people...

Close Browser Tabs Quickly

First up: browser tabs. | routinely have 10-15 tabs open in my browser at any given time. If | want to
close a tab, | have to click it, then click the little X that appears on the tab. That's one more click than
| prefer, and it brings into focus a tab I'm planning to close. Crazy, right? If you middle-click any tab
in Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Internet Explorer, boom, it's gone. No need to make it visible first; no
need to reach for the X. Just middle-click, boom.

Open Links in New Tabs

When you middle-click a link in Google Chrome, Firefox, or Internet Explorer (not sure about Opera,
but I'm guessing so0), that link opens immediately in a new tab. Incidentally, you can accomplish the
same thing by holding down the Ctrl key and left-clicking a link.

But why bother with that when you can just as easily click the middle mouse button?

Open All Your Oft-Used Sites

Let's say that you use Firefox or Internet Explorer and you've organized a handful of favorite sites--
you know, the ones you visit daily--into a folder. Smart move. Here's an even smarter one: You can
instantly open every link in a folder, each in its own tab, by middle-clicking that folder.

This works regardless of where the folder is located: your bookmarks toolbar, your navigation tool-
bar, even a pull-down menu. One middle-click of a folder and presto: every link therein opens in a
new tab.

Scroll In Your Docs

Have you ever wondered what happens when you click and hold the middle mouse button? Glad
you asked. This action activates a handy page-scrolling option in applications like Microsoft Word
and Excel, Adobe Reader, Firefox, and Internet Explorer. In other words, when you click and hold
the middle mouse button, you can then drag your mouse forward or back to scroll up or down the
page, respectively. This feature is intended for folks who don't have a scroll wheel, but it works just
as well with scroll wheels--and | know many people who prefer the speed of middle-click scrolling to
the slow, steady pace of wheel scrolling.

Continued on the next page


http://www.pcworld.com/
http://www.pcworld.com/article/170277/get_more_from_your_mouse.html

GTBPCUG 15 February 2010
Customize Your Scroll Speed

After the mouse itself, the mouse wheel is the single greatest navigation tool ever invented. Mine is
spinning constantly, especially in Firefox, where | use it to zip up and down Web pages.

By default, however, one "turn" of the mouse wheel scrolls only a few lines at a time--and | want to
move faster. Fortunately, there's a fairly easy way to adjust Firefox's scroll speed. Even better,
there's a keyboard shortcut that can slow it down again for "precision” scrolling.

Here's how to change the default scroll speed:

1. Open Firefox, then type about:config in the address bar and hit Enter.

2. In the Filter box, type mousewheel.withnokey.

3. Right-click mousewheel.withnokey.sysnumlines and then click Toggle. Set the value to False.

4. Right-click mouse wheel.withnokey.numlines and then click Modify. Bump the value to 6 or so,
click OK, and then switch to another tab to see if you like the scroll speed. (Thankfully, you don't
have to restart Firefox every time you make a change.) If not, experiment a bit until you find a
number you like.

5 free fun kids sites for summer By Kim Komando

What are your <children doing with their free tim
bad thing if they visit the right sites.

There are plenty of fun and educational sites. Your children can find great information. And they can
do worthwhile activities. | 6ve found several sit

FEEBI T This site is great for amateur sleuths. It features loveable animal detectives. Children will
play games and solve clever mysteries. The activities are intended to test their critical-thinking and
research skills.

Kerpoof i Disney recently purchased this creativity suite. It features simple tools for drawing and
painting. Kids can make greeting cards and comic book-style stories. A movie creator section will
test kidsdéd programming and editing abilities. An

The Stacks i This site will encourage your children to pick up a good book. It comes from kid-
friendly publisher Scholastic. |t features games
have to know the books and characters inside and out. And that means reading.

Peace Corps Challenge i The Peace Corps sends American volunteers around the world. They help
people in developing countries. Il n this game, ki
have to | earn about indigenous populations. -And
water source.

Meet me at the corneri What 6 s it |l i ke to be a kid in another
from around the country. Kids submit all the content. They interview people in their communities. Or
show off what local kids do. Your children can create and submit videos, too.



http://www.fffbi.com/
http://www.kerpoof.com/
http://www.magazines.com/category/teen
http://www.peacecorps.gov/kids/
http://www.meetmeatthecorner.org/
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The January contest winner is: Emi Evans

The picture was taken at the bird show at Lowry Park Zoo in Tampa
Fuji Fine Pix S5100

Auto Mode/no flash

Editing Program...Picasa

Cropped

Tuned: fill light, highlight, shadows

Effects: warmify, sharpen

Congratulation!

Editordéds not e:

Thanks to all who participated in our little contest. We received 10 pictures and every one of them

February 2010

would have been worth showing to the members. Please get out your camera and get ready for the
February contest. Maybe you will be the winner the next time! For all the information about our con-

test please go to the January
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